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TOWARDS AN OLD PORT  
THAT REFLECTS THE SPIRIT 
OF MONTRÉAL  
Dear Montrealers, 

In June 2105, Canada Lands Company 
(CLC) announced the launch of public 
consultations leading to a master plan 
for the revitalization of the Old Port of 
Montréal, including Pointe-du-Moulin 
and its Silo 5. 

Located in the heart of the city, the Old Port 
is an exceptional recreational and tourist 
attraction, one of the most popular in Canada. 
Montrealers visit it year round and its special 
energy enriches their experience of the 
changing seasons. 

Since 2012, CLC has brought new 
energy to the Old Port. More than 
forty new activities, restaurants, 
festivals and events have taken root, 
maximizing the attractiveness of the 
site and the gatherings at this impor-
tant meeting place. In addition, nearly 
$14 million hes been invested in the 
Old Port’s infrastructure. 

The best has yet to come; the Old 
Port of Montréal has not yet revealed 
all of its wonders. We are launching 
this public consultation process by 
soliciting your ideas so that we can 

build this project together. All the key 
issues will be discussed, including 
planning principles and preferred 
uses for the site, its heritage charac-
ter, the choice of programming, and 
the financing of its infrastructure. 

A vision and a challenge  
The Old Port as we know it today was 
inaugurated in 1992 following broad 
public consultations in the late 1980s. 
Nearly 25 years later, it is time for us 
to take on the challenge once again  
to ensure the Old Port’s long term  
viability and create a project worthy 
of Montrealers. 

The rehabilitation of industrial 
infrastructure and major projects 
presents financial and technical chal-
lenges that require creative solutions. 
We hope to hear from you in large 
numbers and invite you to participate 
and help us plan the future of the Old 
Port together. 

We look forward to meeting with you. 

Basil Cavis 
General Manager 
Old Port of Montréal
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INTRODUCTION  
The Old Port of Montréal is a  
recreational, tourism, cultural and 
educational destination valued 
by Montrealers and visitors alike. 
Located in the Ville-Marie borough, 
the Old Port extends over 40.7 hec-
tares and provides 2.5 kilometers of 
public access to the St. Lawrence 
River waterfront. 

Each year, more than 6 million people visit the 
site to attend numerous events and activities, as 
well as to explore the Montréal Science Centre. 

In view of the upcoming celebrations 
of Canada’s 150th anniversary and 
Montréal’s 375th in 2017, Canada 
Lands Company wants to provide for 
an innovative revitalization of the 
site in terms of urban and landscape 
design, and sustainability for Mon-
trealers. This revitalization will aim 
to enhance the visitor experience  
by improving public access to the 
waterfront, the site and its sub- 
sectors, as well as providing for 
diversified onsite offerings and 
programming. This planning process 
will enable the appropriate reinte-
gration of the site’s heritage assets 
and historic character while ensu-
ring the site’s long term viability. 

The master plan will cover a territory 
that includes the Old Port of Mon-
tréal, from the Clock Tower Pier at 
its eastern limit, to the Jardin des 

Écluses to the west, as well as the 
Pointe-du-Moulin sector, including 
Silo 5 and land on either side of Mill 
Street located east of the Bonaven-
ture Expressway. The site of the Old 
Port and the eastern portion of the 
Pointe-du-Moulin sector are part of 
the Site patrimonial de Montréal. 

CLC recognizes the importance 
of the Old Port to all Montrealers. 
Accordingly, it has designed a parti-
cipatory process that provides it the 
opportunity to consult Montrealers 
in order to collectively establish the 
basis of a master plan that will take 
into account the community’s needs 
and expectations for the site. 

As an arm’s length, self-financing 
Crown corporation responsible 
for the redevelopment of former 
government properties, as well as 
the management of iconic federal 
properties, CLC strives to generate 
positive benefits for the local  
communities where it operates and 
for the Government of Canada, its 
sole shareholder. CLC manages  
two of the most visited tourist 
attractions in Canada: the CN Tower 
in Toronto, Ontario and the Old Port 
of Montréal. 

This document provides basic  
information as well as several points 
of reference to support your delibe-
rations and your participation in  
the consultations on the future  
of the Old Port.
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PLANNING AND PUBLIC  
CONSULTATION PROCESS  

CLC is committed to a participatory process of consultation and planning that  
is transparent and inclusive for stakeholders and the general public. During  
these consultations, all issues of interest will be addressed, including: potential 
uses for the site, as well as planning guidelines and heritage issues. Comments 
and opinions received during these consultations will inform a master plan,  
to be unveiled in 2017, that will take into account the needs and expectations  
of the community. 

Consultation program  
2015 2016 2017 

Establishment of 
Consultation Process 

Vision and Planning 
Principles Preliminary Plan Master Plan 

Individual 
Meetings 

Advisory 
Committee 

User 
Surveys 

Online 
Discussion 

Public 
Meetings
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
An Advisory Committee has been 
established to provide advice and 
counsel to CLC in regards to the  
development of a master plan. 

To fulfill its mandate, the Committee will  
make recommendations regarding planning 
guidelines, principles, and plans for the  
territory, as well as the types of projects  
that could be considered for different areas. 

The Committee’s mandate also 
includes recommendations on the 
choice of mechanisms for informing 
and consulting with stakeholders 
and the public, and for analysing the 
results of the consultation activities. 
The main findings of the Committee  
will be summarized in synthesis 
reports made public at key stages of 
the consultation process. At the end 

of its mandate, the Committee will 
provide a report on its work, which 
will include recommendations on the 
master plan and its implementation. 

The Advisory Committee comprises 
thirteen citizens who are deeply 
involved in their community and who 
reflect Montréal’s dynamic character. 
By virtue of their role in the commu-
nity and their professional functions, 
these citizen members will act as 
advisors and will assist Canada  
Lands Company throughout the 
consultation process. 

The Committee is co-chaired by  
Marie Lavigne, founding member  
of the Quartier des spectacles part-
nership and former president and CEO 
of the Société de la Place des Arts, 
and Marie Lessard, urban planner  
and honorary professor at the Faculty  
of Planning of the Université  
de Montréal. 



7The Advisory Committee comprises the following members:  

Marie Lavigne 
Co-Chair, founding member of the 
Quartier des spectacles partnership 
and former president and CEO of the 
Société de la Place des Arts 

Marie Lessard 
Co-Chair, urban planner and honorary 
professor at the Faculty of Planning  
of the Université de Montréal 

Richard Bergeron 
Observer for the City of Montréal,  
City Councillor and member of the 
City’s Executive Committee 

Dinu Bumbaru 
Policy Director at Héritage Montréal 

Christine Caron 
President of the Association  
des résidents du Vieux-Montréal 

Basil Cavis 
General Manager of Real Estate – 
Québec region, for CLC 

Mario Lafrance 
Executive Director of the Société  
de développement commercial  
du Vieux-Montréal 

Yves Lalumière 
President and CEO  
of Tourisme Montréal 

Julie Payette 
CEO of the Montréal Science Centre 
and Vice-President of CLC 

Martin Pineault 
Observer for the Government  
of Québec and Heritage Director  
at the Ministère de la Culture  
et des Communications 

Gilbert Rozon 
Commissioner of Celebrations, 
member of the Executive Committee 
for Montréal’s 375th, and Founding 
President of the Just for Laughs Group 

Aldo Sylvestre 
Director of Real Estate – Québec 
Region, for CLC 

Sylvie Vachon 
President and CEO of the Montréal 
Port Authority 

Photo: Miguel Legault
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View of harbour looking East, 1884, ©Musée McCord 

HISTORY OF THE SITE 
1825
Official opening of the Lachine Canal, enabling to connect 
the St. Lawrence River with the Great Lakes. 

1830
Creation of the Harbour Commission to enlarge the port 
and improve facilities. The first phase of this work will 
extend over the next two decades. 

1850
Dredging of a channel between Montréal and Lac  
Saint-Pierre. The port is now able to accommodate  
transatlantic vessels. 

1859
Opening of the Victoria Bridge. Montréal becomes  
Canada’s primary hub of rail and maritime transport. 

1922
Inauguration of the Clock Tower and opening of the cold 
storage warehouse. Montréal is the most important grain 
port in the world. 

1930
Inauguration of the Montréal Harbour Bridge, later  
renamed the Jacques-Cartier Bridge. The grain trade  
is at its height. 



91959
Opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway. Seagoing ships can 
now reach the Great Lakes without stopping at Montréal. 
The Port experiences a drop in activity after the completion 
of Elevator B-1. 

1976
The container terminal and most port activities are  
relocated farther east. 

1981
Establishment of the Old-Port of Montréal Corporation 
mandated to develop and promote the Old Port site.  
Removal of six of the eight rail lines followed by the crea-
tion of a waterfront promenade along rue de la Commune. 

1984-86
Extensive public consultations resulting in eight guiding 
principles for the planning of the territory. These principles 
favour public access to the waterfront for recreational and 
cultural purposes exclusively. 

1989-92
Redevelopment of the territory with an investment  
of $125 million from the Government of Canada.  
Opening of the new Old-Port of Montréal in 1992 for  
the 350th anniversary of the founding of Montréal. 

1994
Silo 5 is closed and grain storage activities are centred  
in Montréal’s east end. 

2000
Inauguration of the Montréal Science Centre with an invest-
ment of $29 million from the Government of Canada and 
$20 million from the Montréal Science Centre Foundation. 

2007
Announcement of the New Harbourfront federal initiative. 

2009
Transfer of the title of the property to the Old Port  
of Montréal Corporation from Public Works and  
Governmental Services Canada. 

2010
Canada Lands Company acquires Silo 5 from the  
Government of Canada. 

2012
The Old Port of Montréal Corporation is amalgamated into 
Canada Lands Company with the mandate to revitalize the 
Old-Port of Montréal and ensure its long-term viability. 

View of Montréal Harbour from Custom Building, 1872, 
©Musée McCord 

Photo: Miguel Legault
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Google Earth, Image Landsat. 

THE TERRITORY (BY SUB-SECTOR) 
The most visited tourist site in Québec, the Old Port of Montréal has offered 
a variety of maritime and cultural activities for more than 25 years, as well as 
science activities at the Science Centre. With 6 million visitors annually, 39%  
of whom are tourists, the Old Port is the most important tourist attraction in 
Montréal and Québec. Some thirty-five events alone attract nearly 800,000 
people annually. 

The site borders the St. Lawrence River for 2.5 kilometers and provides visual 
access to the water. Its territory and its characteristics are presented by 
sub-sector in this section. 

The territory under consideration excludes the Alexandra Pier, under the  
aegis of the Montréal Port Authority, which is in the process of upgrading its 
cruise terminal. 

The Montréal Science Centre, which has a mandate to provide visitors of all 
ages the opportunity to acquire an understanding of science and technology  
for use in everyday life and in building the future, will maintain its activities on 
King Edward Pier. 

Esplanade 
Consisting mainly of a large green space, the esplanade connects the territory 
of the Old Port from east to west. Offering a 2.5 km promenade, the esplanade 
is bordered on the north by a bicycle path and a railway track and by Rue de  
la Commune 
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King Edward Pier 
Since 2000, the King Edward Pier has 
been home to the Montréal Science 
Centre. This major attraction  
welcomes 700,000 visitors annually, 
making it the second most popular 
science centre in Canada. The Centre 
also offers rental space for corporate 
and other events that is coveted for  
its panoramic views of the city and  
the river. 

A significant portion of the available 
parking in the territory of the Old Port 
is located on the pier, with approxima-
tely 530 parking spaces on two levels. 

Jacques Cartier Pier 
This pier is comprised mainly of 
open space accommodating various 
activities and events throughout 
the year, including Cirque du Soleil’s 
summer shows and the winter festi-
val Igloofest. Since its opening, the 
pedestrian entrance opposite Place 
Jacques-Cartier continues to be the 
main point of entry onto the Old Port 
site. This pier is also linked to the 
Bonsecours sector and the Clock 
Tower Pier via a pedestrian walkway 
along the river’s edge. 

Secteur Bonsecours 
The Bonsecours Basin sector offers 
many activities and events throughout 
the year, including outdoor activities 
(paddleboat rentals in summer and 
a skating rink in winter). The various 
summer activities near the Bonse-
cours Basin are major attractions  
for visitors.  

Clock Tower Pier 
Several waterfront activities take 
place on and around the Clock Tower 
Pier. Created in 2013, the Clock  
Tower Beach provides visitors the 
opportunity to get closer to the river’s 
edge. The pier has 700 parking spaces 
in two areas: on the lower level near 
the Berri entrance and at the end of 
the pier, accounting for a significant 
portion of the available parking at  
the Old Port. The site of Hangar 16  
at the entrance to the pier, has not 
been refurbished. 
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Pointe-du-Moulin Pier and its Silo 5, closed since 1994, were acquired by CLC in 
2010. The total area of the pier is 7.5 hectares and is 850 meters long. The pier 
was built in the mid-19th century, in large part from excavations stemming from 
the widening of the adjacent Lachine Canal. The Silo 5 complex, built in three 
phases from 1906 to 1957, was recognized by the Government of Canada in 1996 
for its heritage value and incorporated into the Site patrimonial de Montréal by 
the Government of Québec in 1995. 

Today, several activities take place in the nearby sector in the Old Port,  
including the Bota Bota Spa, the Café des Éclusiers and seasonal street food. 

The rehabilitation of the industrial infrastructure of Pointe-du-Moulin presents 
a significant financial and technical challenge. In 2010, a visioning exercise was 
held to reflect on the future of the Pointe-du-Moulin and Silo 5 sector. 

This exercise identified five “pillars” of the vision for the eventual future  
of Pointe-du-Moulin: 

1. An exceptional new urban complex in terms of planning, landscaping and 
sustainable development, meshing with its immediate surroundings and 
enhanced by the addition of complementary uses. 

2. Industrial heritage preserved in accordance with the highest standards, 
through measured interventions designed to reveal its historical value and to 
offer visitors an original, authentic experience.  

3.  A mix of functions and uses aimed at a multitude of clients, creating a series 
of projects of various sizes, spread over time and supported by public and 
private investments. 

4.  A destination for Montrealers and tourists, with a lookout that would become 
a major attraction, accessible to the public and offering an exceptional view 
of the city and its surroundings. 

5.  A symbol of the appropriation of the city by Montrealers, reflecting an  
exemplary approach to citizen participation, partnership and respect for  
the neighbourhood. 
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CONSULTATION ACTIVITIES IN 2016  
Consultations on the future of the Old Port will begin early in 2016. During the 
first stage of consultations, Montrealers will have two ways to share their views 
on which priorities to consider in the development of the master plan: 

1. By joining the online discus-
sion at www.planoldport.com. 
This online forum lets participants  
discuss various topics and issues, 
such as potential uses for the site 
or site planning improvements. This 
platform will provide Montrealers with 
full information on the consultation 
and development process for the 
Master Plan. 

2. By attending the public 
meeting on January 28, 2016. 
During this session, participants will 
be able to express their opinions on an 
analysis of the territory, presented by 
urban design professionals mandated 
by CLC. The presentation will be  
followed by a round table discussion 
in smaller groups on ideas and initia-
tives for improving and revitalizing  
the Old Port site 

The results of this first phase of consultation will be shared with the Advisory 
Committee and the CLC consultants, who will draw on them to develop a 
preliminary plan for the Old Port site, with various planning and development 
options. Montrealers will be able to express their opinions on the preliminary 
plan and these options in the fall of 2016..
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